
About today’s choir offering ______________________________  
 

Missa Festiva (Festival Mass) by John Leavitt uses texts from the Ordinary, the parts of the Christian worship service 
that have been used each week in many denominations around the world for centuries.  The time-honored Latin texts 
combined with contemporary musical styles are embraced for their richness and connection to the Universal Church - 
past, present, and future.  Each movement’s text is derived from the Bible, as noted at each point in the worship ser-
vice, and serves to guide the worshipper through the dramatic life of Christ - his birth, death, and resurrection.  It is in 
these acts that we participate in the heavenly worship that is both now and not yet - a “foretaste of the feast to come.”   


